BCE - BEFORE the COMMON ERA

(or before the year was 1)

CE = the COMMON ERA
(or the year | and after)
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1000 BCE 500 BCE | CE 500 CE (000 CE

BCE dates sorta work like negative numbers.

For example, 1000 BCE is further in the past than 500 BCE.
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The First Humans
Prehistory-
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What was life like 10,000 or a 100,000 years 0go? How have
people and cities changed over time? These are some of the
questions history fries fo answer.

] u: @’f )
HISTORIANS are the scholars who study ovr past,
using written records and historic art to find the
answers. They reod letters, look at written laws,
and study religious documents and community records.

Whot if there are NO written records of o PREHISTORY

cutture? How can we study PREHISTORY ::lmms

the time before wri’ring was invented?
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| ARCHEOLOGY
The study of prehistory relies the study of human history and
on ARCHEOLOGY and two prehistory through things people
groups of people: . Mmade, used, and left behind
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Archaeologists are scientists who
study objects made by humans, called
ARTIFACTS, to better understand
human activity. Artitacts can be tools,
Instruments, or anything made by
humans in past civilizations.

Anthropologists are scientists who also
study artifacts but are more interested in the
coltural aspects of human society:

* what people in a particular culture wore

e what they ate o)

* how they learned and created the customs they followed

* how they developed languages -
All the things happening now—the THAT my{: LOST UNDER YOUR
presidents of today, the global issves, me&mmr

climate change, cultural change, USED TO BE YOUR BEDROOM, THAT
_ WOULD BE AN ARTIFACT, TOO.

the sort of lives WE lead—will be

considered part of history someday. Maybe someone will

study our "artifacts® and culture. But before that happens,

let's go back to the beginning—’ro the very first humans.
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THE FIRST

AND THE

PALEOLITHIC
E R G

The first humans looked nothing like us. In fact, scientists
think we most likely descended from early forms of apes
and the earliest humanlike creatures looked like o cross
between them and us.




WHERE FIRST
RUKANS LIVED

MODERN-DAY
ASIA

MODERN-DAY
AFRICA

MODERN-DAY
AUSTRALIA

HOMO HABILIS
HOMO ERECTUS
“ HOMO SAPIENS
HOMO SAPIENS SAPIENS




These first humanlike creatures are called HOMINIDS. Hominids
nad some human atfributes, such as the ability to walk vpright
and OPPOSABLE thumbs (able o move toward and touch the
other fingers of the same hand). The earliest hominids lived in
Africa four million years ago, evolving over time.

There are many different types of hominids, but here are a
few famous types:

THIS SYMBOL MEANS ABOUT

!

Australopithecus (~4 million years ago):
AUSTRALOPITHECUS means “sovthern ape*

which tells vs that these humanlike apes

were probably from eastern or sovthern

#frica. LUCY is a famovs Australopithecus hominid—she was
discovered in 1974 and changed the way scientists looked

at the evolution of humankind. It is believed that Lucy is o
common ancestor for different types of hominids. She had a
very small brain but walked on two legs, nearly fwo million
years before other hominids would walk vpright. Walking
allowed Lucy to keep her hands free, but she vsed sticks and

stones to dig or break open food instead of
making tools. Archeologists once believed that
the ability to walk vpright led hominids to make
tools, but Lucy showed this wasn't true.




Homo habilis (~2 million years ago):

HOMO HABILIS means “able man* This short
hominid lived in €ast Africa and had a larger brain
than the species Australopithecus and was the $irst
Homo species to vse stone tools.

Homo erectus (~15 million Years ago):

HOMO ERECTUS, or "Upright man” was a more
advanced hominid. €ven though Lucy and older
hominids walked vpright. #omo erectus had

longer arms and legs and looked more like a
human. About 500,000 Years aqo, Homo erectus
learned to make fire, probably from - LIKE A

BOY SCoum

rubbing two sticks together or by
striking stones together to create a spark. This was a huge
help for hunting, protection from animals, cooking, and
keeping warm. fire also meant that these hominids could
move to areas with colder climates, which

IS Why Homo erectus was probably the first ’e
hominid type to leave warm Africa.

Homo sapiens (~400000 years ago):
HOMO SAPIENS, or "wise man* was a new
species of human that Quickly became the

main species. They made tools from stones,
animal bones, and horns. \With these tools. they

developed new farming and hunting techniques.
&




Homo sapiens had large brains and small jows. Their limbs
were even Ionger and s+raigh+er than those of Homo erectus,
and closer to what we look like mdag.

There are two kinds of Homo sapiens: NEANDERTHALS and
HOMO SAPIENS SAPIENS. Neanderthals lived in and around
present-day Evrope and parts of Turkey. They maybe made
clothes from animal skins, to keep warm, and were the
earliest people to bury their dead. They had large brains but
heavier builds and were more slow moving than Homo sapiens
sapiens, who eventually replaced the Neanderthals.

Homo sapiens sapiens (~200000 years ago):

Homo sapiens sapiens means "wise, wise
human® and is the group that includes today's
numans. They first appeared in Africa and
then spread ovt around the world about
100,000 years ago. Homo sapiens sapiens had a
slow journey out of Africa—archeologists say
they may have moved only two or three miles
In a whole generation!




The first humans lived in the PALEOLTTHIC €RA, or the Old
Stone #qe (-2,500,000 BCE o around 10,000 BCE). Humans
made simple tools from hard stones such as flint. They made:

hand axes and stone spearheads
attached to wooden poles. which made
hunting large animals easier

the bow and arrow

to catch fish and other sea animals

w@ harpoons and fishhooks of bone,
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baskets to gather and carry
food, and rope from vines
twisted together

small statues from
stone and ivory and

/ bone flutes

The "Paleolithic people were hunters
and gatherers. They probably divided
labor to feed themselves, with men
nunting and women gathering berries, nuts, and plants.
They were NOMADS, moving from place to place to survive
in small groups. They followed grazing animals, and they
changed location based on the growing season—when
plants stopped growing, they would move again. Paleolithic

people had no permanent homes and built new shelters

wherever +he9 went THIS wOULD BE LIKE MOVING AROUND FROM
SCHOOL TO SCHOOL \WATH YOUR ENTIRE HISTORY CLASS.
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The GREAT MIGRATION

The GREAT MIGRATION was a time of vast movement and
long-distance travel for humans, who were beginning to
explore other continents. Most humans followed the animals
they hunted across the continents, often moving toward
wet climates with lakes and fertile lands. The ICE AGE
pushed humans toward warmer regions and connected

10




HUMAN
MIGRATION F?l
ROUTES

fhe continents through land
oridges that were uncovered
as sea levels lowered. Humans
walked from Africa until

they reached every continent
except Antarctica. It took
roughly one million Yyears!

-

/' The ICE AGE wasthemon \
recent glacial period, when much
of the earth was covered by ice
and oceans were frozen over.

It lasted about 100,000 years and
N\ ended around 10,000 B(:E./H
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WAOR EVEKTS 1w

6-7 million
years ago: t million years ago:
First humanlike Walking upright
species appears, but also still
which has a climbing trees
chimpanzee-sized
brain.

WwE'RE
RELATED! ‘

2.6 million
years ago:
Technology! We
start using Stone
flakes and cores to

Iﬁ & cut and crush food.

; :'E E yf//m

6 million
years ago:
We start
walking upright
around now.




WUKAN EVOLETIOW

500,000 years ago: 80,000

We discover fire, which j  years ago:
changes our diet, gives us a We leave Africa
warm hangout, and helps us ~  and begin the
to stay safe from predators. = Great Migration.

SOMEONE
fIRE GOOD SHOULD INVENT
MARSHMALLOWS
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Our brains rapidly grow
bigger, S0 we communicate
better and more of us survive
in the harsh environment.
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ART was one form of
communication for the
nomadic Paleolithic people,

A

probably used for telling
stories and sharing myths.
Sometimes, hunting
strategies were drawn on
the walls of a cave. Stone
lamps filled with animal
fat would light the caves
while the Paleolithic people
painted. Animal fat was also used
to make paint: Mixed with various mineral ores,
artists used fat to create reds, yellows, and blacks
for their work. Artists would use their fingers to
draw on the walls of the caves or they would use
sticks, leaves, and hollow reeds pn,
to blow paint through. Sometimes

they left handprints, maybe as a \

signature. Most cave paintings

show animals during a hunt, and

some anthropologists think the
paintings were created as

rituals to ensure a good hunt. PETROGLYPH

a carving or inscription
on a rock

\




@ CLEEK vour ({10 \/LEREE:

1. What was the Great Migmﬁon and how Iong did it toke?

2. \Whaot are some reasons whg earlg humans made cave
paintings?

3. How do scientists learn about things that happened in
prehistory?

9. When was the Paleolithic era?
3. What effect did the Ice Age have on the planet?

6. What sorts of objects did Paleolithic people make?




